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Legislator defends juvenile justice bill following 'ambush'

The Clarion-Ledger 
 

State House Juvenile Justice Committee Chairman George Flaggs, D-Vicksburg, said Friday he invites 
debate on his legislation that changes how juveniles are treated in the criminal adult system.

"I am emphatically committed to ensuring that this bill addresses the concerns of law enforcement 
and victims," Flaggs said. "My only goal is to ensure that the criminal justice system delivers true 
justice for offenders and victims alike."

Flaggs' comments came a day after relatives of crime victims gathered at the state House to express 
their concern about House Bill 727, the Juvenile Justice Reform Act. The bill passed on Tuesday with 
no discussion. However, it is still pending in the House because of a technicality.

Flaggs said he "felt like I was ambushed" by the apparent organized showing Thursday because no 
one had expressed concern to him.

The bill requires the presence of an attorney or parent/guardian before a juvenile gives a confession to law enforcement and a sentencing hearing in 
Circuit Court. It also allows parole eligibility for juveniles who have served their sentences.

Under state law, juveniles charged with rape, murder and armed robbery are tried as adults. A conviction carries a life sentence, and the trial judge 
cannot reduce the sentence.

Flaggs said his bill "is not based on knee-jerk sympathy for young offenders, instead, it's based on science of adolescent brain development and the 
studies that have shown that incarcerating juveniles with adults actually increases recidivism of young offenders."

 

 

 Send this link to a friend. |  Join our forums. |  Send a letter to the editor. 

 Subscribe to The Clarion-Ledger. 

Jobs: CareerBuilder.com - Cars: Cars.com - Apartments: Apartments.com - Shopping: ShopLocal.com 

 
ADVERTISEMENTS  

 
  

  
  

  
  

  

http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070127/NEWS/701270365/1001/NEWS (1 of 2)1/28/2007 2:42:32 AM

http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/ABOUT02/51111005
http://www.clarionledger.com/subscribe
http://www.clarionledger.com/cs
http://www.clarionledger.com/placead
http://www.clarionledger.com/contactus
http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage
http://www.clarionledger.com/weather
http://www.clarionledger.com/Jobs
http://www.clarionledger.com/Cars
http://www.misshomes.com/
http://www.clarionledger.com/Apartments
http://www.clarionledger.com/shopping
http://www.clarionledger.com/classifieds
http://www.clarionledger.com/dating
http://gcirm.clarionledger.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/news.clarionledger.com/index.html/1543897270/88x31_2/OasDefault/C10650_GryDan-88x31_PDSearch/GDAlienNews88x31.gif/34353934616162363435623132353830
http://gcirm.clarionledger.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/news.clarionledger.com/index.html/1358247076/728x90_1/OasDefault/A02790-Belhaven-dotcom/belhaven728x90-blondev0223.gif/34353934616162363435623132353830
http://gcirm.gannettnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/gci-ms-jackson.com/promo/all/2129190440/300x250_1/OasDefault/gci-promo-eharmony/eh-2-250x250-g.gif/34363837343031383435626136326130?cid=clarionledger&&AID=/20070127/NEWS/701270365/1001/NEWS
javascript:NewWindow3(450,300,'/apps/pbcs.dll/art_tips?Date=20070127&Category=NEWS&ArtNo=701270365&SiteData=D0&Profile=1001');
http://www.clarionledger.com/forum
http://www.clarionledger.com/letters
http://www.clarionledger.com/subscribe
http://www.careerbuilder.com/
http://www.cars.com/
http://www.apartments.com/
http://www.shoplocal.com/
http://www.clarionledger.com/subscribe
http://gcirm.clarionledger.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/news.clarionledger.com/index.html/679685822/120x90_1/OasDefault/000clarion-sales-auctions-ROS/sales-auctions120x90.gif/34353934616162363435623132353830
http://gcirm.clarionledger.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/news.clarionledger.com/index.html/726563294/120x90_2/OasDefault/A64580-120-cmmc-pref-hospit.jpg/120x90cmmc.jpg/34353934616162363435623132353830


Legislator defends juvenile justice bill following 'ambush' - The Clarion-Ledger

Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service 
and Privacy Policy, updated June 7, 2005. 

©2007 The Clarion-Ledger 
        

  

 

http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070127/NEWS/701270365/1001/NEWS (2 of 2)1/28/2007 2:42:32 AM

http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/ABOUT02/51007013
http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/ABOUT02/51007015
http://www.gannett.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usaweekend.com/
http://www.gannettfoundation.org/
http://gcirm.clarionledger.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/news.clarionledger.com/index.html/1900460863/160x600_1/OasDefault/000-160x600cbtv/000-160x600cbtv.gif/34353934616162363435623132353830

	clarionledger.com
	Legislator defends juvenile justice bill following 'ambush' - The Clarion-Ledger


	KCGCKIIIAKMDOCDOIFLIJBLBKBNEOOIK: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: [100]
	f2: 

	f3: Go
	f4: 




